
AUCHI POLYTECHNIC CHRISTIAN ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 

NATIONAL LECTURE SERIES 

 

TOPIC: Life after the Flood (Covid-19): The Christian Perspective (Genesis 9) 

 

 

      1. Introduction  

The topic presupposes that there will be life after COVID-19, just as there was life 

after the flood as recorded in Gen. 19, but what kind of life? Will it be a life of 

righteousness or unrighteousness? Did the flood induce the fear of God? Will 

COVID-19 induce the fear of God and lead to righteousness on earth? 

 

These questions will be answered, amongst others, in this lecture. 

 

     2. The Christian perspective 

I think the Christians perspective should have both spiritual and material dimensions 

because we live in a material world. The spiritual dimension should be concerned 

with the origin of COVID-19 and how man should respond to God due to COVID-19, 

whether it originated from the spiritual realm or not. The material dimensions should 

be focused on health and economic implications of COVID-19. 

 

Christians should always consider the material world and its system because it is what 

God responds to. Man was created to live in a material world. The abode of man in 

eternity is material. The bible speaks about new heavens and a new earth wherein 

dwelleth righteousness (2Pet.3:13). Also, resurrection without a physical body is 

meaningless as the spirit was never dead. Resurrection is the coming together of the 

components (spirit, soul and body) of the human being to live in a redeemed material 

world as originally intended by God.  

 

      3. Spiritual dimension and lessons. 

Whether COVID-19 is an act of God or not, we should not think that during and after 

the pandemic, people are going to draw close to God and do what is right. People 

respond differently to negative events, misfortunes or experiences. Some turn to God 

for help (e.g., Jabez in 1Chron. 4:10 KJV - And Jabez called on the God of Israel, 

saying, Oh that thou wouldest bless me indeed, and enlarge my coast, and that thine 

hand might be with me, and that thou wouldest keep me from evil, that it may not 

grieve me! And God granted him that which he requested; while others blame God for 

the situation (e.g. Job’s wife in Job 2:9 AMP - Then his wife said to him, “Do you 

still cling to your integrity [and your faith and trust in God, without blaming Him]? 

Curse God and die!” 

 

What happened after the flood? 

After Noah and his children survived the flood, Noah’s son, Ham, committed a 

grievous sin - the severity of the punishment indicates that it was a grievous sin. 

However, the more serious sin was the rebellion against God’s instruction. 

 

God intended that man should fill the earth in terms of geography or location and 

facilities, and He said to Adam: fill the earth, in Gen.1: 28 AMP - 

“And God blessed them and said to them, Be fruitful, multiply, and fill the earth, and 

subdue it [using all its vast resources in the service of God and man]; and have 
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dominion over the fish of the sea, the birds of the air, and over every living creature 

that moves upon the earth”. 

God gave the same instruction to Noah after the flood: fill the earth, in Gen. 9:1 -  

“And God blessed Noah and his sons and said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and 

fill the earth”. Then God assured Noah that He will not destroy the earth anymore by 

water in Gen. 9:11 – “I will establish My covenant with you: Never again shall all 

flesh be cut off by the water of a flood, nor shall there ever again be a flood to 

destroy and ruin the earth”. God said He will not destroy the earth by water. He did 

not say He will not destroy the earth. Destruction will be by plague  (like COVID-19) 

or fire. Please find time to read about the seven Seals and the sounding of the seven 

Trumpets in Rev. 6:1-17, 8:1-5 and 9:12-18. In particular, the sounding of the 6th 

trumpet will lead to the release of sulphur and fire that will wipe out one-third of 

human beings. While not implying that COVID-19 is part of the Revelation plagues, 

it should be noted that it operates by increase in body temperature. 

 

The descendants of Noah decided not to fill the earth but to build a tower that will 

help them limit themselves to a particular area or location of the earth as narrated in  

Gen. 11:1-4 AMP -  “1Now the whole earth spoke one language and used the same 

words (vocabulary). 2 And as people journeyed eastward, they found a plain in the 

land of Shinar and they settled there. 3 They said one to another, “Come, let us make 

bricks and fire them thoroughly [in a kiln, to harden and strengthen them].” So they 

used brick for stone [as building material], and they used tar (bitumen, asphalt) for 

mortar. 4 They said, “Come, let us build a city for ourselves, and a tower whose 

top will reach into the heavens, and let us make a [famous] name for ourselves, so 

that we will not be scattered [into separate groups] and be dispersed over the surface 

of the entire earth [as the LORD instructed].” 

 

It is rational to expect that the knowledge of the flood or experience of plagues like 

COVID-19 would lead to the fear of God and righteousness, but the events after the 

flood and man’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic so far indicate that he tends to 

undermine God in all situations.  

 

   4. COVID-19 era and after 

 

What is the world doing during and plans to do after the COVID-19 pandemic? 

 

During the COVID-19 era 

The response of world (leaders) to the pandemic so far has been guided by and based 

on science and politics, not the word of God or fear of God. The UN Secretary 

General said a few days ago that the world must turn to science. The common 

narrative is that COVID-19 infects all persons, irrespective of race, location or status. 

Christians have been infected and some have died. All persons, including Christians 

therefore, are required to adhere to public health measures of social distancing, 

washing of hands, and use of alcohol-based sanitizer to mitigate the infection of the 

virus. Emphasis is on ultimately finding a vaccine. 

 

The UN Secretary General, Antonio Guterres, calls COVID-19 a furious (extremely 

angry) virus. Why is the virus ‘angry’ against human beings? What has man done? 

We need to ponder over these questions as individuals. 
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Prof. Baxtar, Head of Melbourne School of population and Global health said a few 

days ago that the COVID-19 death curve is not looking downwards, implying that the 

world should brace up for a surge in death due to COVID-19. According to the World 

Health Organisation (WHO), 34,161,721 had been infected by COVID-19 and 

1,016,986 deaths had been recorded globally at about 4pm yesterday, 2nd Oct 2020.  

 

The measures adopted so far are appropriate (as the knowledge of science is a gift 

from God) but inadequate. God admonishes us to take steps to protect ourselves from 

plagues, such as COVID-19. He also wants man to make progress in science and 

other areas of life. However, the world cannot solve all her problems without God’s 

intervention, especially, if the problem has spiritual origin. 

 

After COVID-19 

After the era of COVID-19, the world wound largely change in many ways, including 

changes in business / supply chain models, architecture, education (in terms of 

delivery system), and health system.  

     

COVID-19 has affected supply chains worldwide; especially the way goods and 

services are delivered because of the public health requirements of social distancing 

due of the highly contagious nature of the disease. Some of the changes are already 

taking place and would remain after COVID-19. The following are examples and 

points to note:  

 

a). Prior to COVID-19, virtually all lectures were held in-person (face-to-face) in 

Nigeria. Today, most lectures (all lectures in the Unilag Business School EMBA 

programme) are held online. This is something that was not imagined in this part of 

the globe. I advise that if you run a school, think about including an on-line school as 

a component or as a stand-alone unit. 

 

b) Church services are now held online in most part of the world and will continue to 

be held online after COVID-19. I advise that those among us who are Church pastors 

should begin to think about continuing to explore online service in addition to in-

person service, otherwise, some of your members will be lost to online Churches. 

In the emerging era, Church members who travel out of town will be able to join the 

fellowship of their Churches through the online platform. 

 

c) COVID-19 associated restrictions have opened many eyes to possibilities they 

didn’t imagine. I’m a member of the Board of ICI with headquarters in Ghana and 

members from USA, S/A, Zimbabwe and other countries. We use to travel to Ghana 

for Board meetings, now we have our meetings online and we are able to do virtually 

everything we did during in-person meetings before COVID-19. We no longer see the 

necessity of travelling to Ghana from all over the world for meetings, even after the 

pandemic, because of the associated cost and risks. We prefer online meetings! 

 

d) Whatever business you are involved in, think about including online component. 

If you own a restaurant or a grocery shop, think about online ordering and home 

delivery. These were done as exceptions in the past but they are becoming the new 

normal. 
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     6. Conclusion  

I advise that we look up to God as the events of the end times unfold and heed the 

warning of God in 2Peter 3:11 - “Since all these things are to be destroyed in this 

way, what kind of people ought you to be [in the meantime] in holy behavior [that is, 

in a pattern of daily life that sets you apart as a believer] and in godliness [displaying 

profound reverence toward our awesome God] 

 

May the Lord help us to successfully navigate the challenges of the end times 

(without sin) and preserve us for eternal life in Jesus’ name – Amen. 

 

- S.E. Ifere 

 

 

 

 


